[Gastrointestinal hormones: recent developments].
Progress in gastrointestinal hormone research has increased our knowledge in peptide hormone biochemistry and gastrointestinal physiology considerably. However, this knowledge has not yet helped our understanding of common gastrointestinal diseases. More specific and reliable methods are needed to prove or to exclude the participation of gastrointestinal peptides in the pathogenesis of gastrointestinal diseases. Peptide hormones are potentially useful as diagnostic and therapeutic modalities in the practice of gastroenterology.